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Guidelines for Responsible Persons for Lifts

on Coping with Adverse Weather Conditions

\

Adverse weather conditions may lead to trapping of passengers in lifts, lift service suspension, severe damage to
lift facilities, etc., which require extensive repair to the lifts. In addition, there is a possibility of unstable power
supply or flooding during inclement weather / the passage of typhoon, under which the risk of lift service
suspension and passengers being trapped may increase, while rescue operations may also be delayed due to
adverse weather. These guidelines serve to provide recommendations so that responsible persons for lifts can
enhance the management of lifts and take appropriate measures to reduce the risk of damage to lifts as well as
passengers being trapped due to inclement weather. The responsible persons for lifts may discuss with lift
maintenance contractors to review the feasible improvement works and consider implementing the following
related preparatory work / measures with the assistance of the contractors.

Before Arrival of
Typhoon Season

When Typhoon
is Approaching

During Passage of
Typhoon and

Adverse Weather
Conditions

(Especially at Times of
Hurricane Force Winds)

After Passage of
Typhoon and
Adverse Weather
Conditions

Check lift machine room and lift machine room door to ensure there is no
sign of water ingress. Check all ventilation openings of the lift machine
room and lift well to ensure that they are in good condition.

Check lift machine room and its surrounding area to ensure no blockage
of drainage. Inspect and test the sump pump and flood detection / alarm
device (if any) in the lift pit to ensure their proper operation.

Arrange immediate repair if necessary.

Conduct final inspection and testing of the sump pump and flood detection
/ alarm device (if any) in the lift pit.

Close all ventilation openings of the lift machine room and lift well that
may be directly hit by the typhoon to prevent seepage of rainwater.
Wooden boards may be used to enclose the ventilation openings in an
appropriate and secure manner if necessary.

If the lift is located in a coastal or low-lying area, sand bags should be
placed in an appropriate position outside the landing door on the ground
floor or in open air to prevent ingress of stormwater into the lift well.

Avoid using lifts as far as possible.

To prevent passengers from being trapped in lifts due to unstable power
supply and avoid damage to lifts due to ingress of stormwater into the lift
well, it is recommended to maintain normal operation of a minimum
number of lifts (residential buildings may normally only maintain operation
of one lift for emergency use), while the remaining lifts should be parked
in the middle or higher position of the lift well and shut down.

Ensure the doors of lifts, whose services were suspended, are closed
and/or place fences outside the lift car with appropriate notices to prevent
passengers from accidentally entering the lift car.

Where it is safe, inspect the lift car, lift machine room and lift well to see if
there are signs of flooding, damage or other abnormalities.

Do not switch on the lift if any of the above signs are identified. Contact
the lift maintenance contractor immediately for handling. Switch on a
flooded lift forcibly may cause an electric shock or more severe damage to
the lift.
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